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'l'ern Sclr$ppan. leading the Formula Atlantic points chase in his Palliser, won

the series'meetfuig at Brands Hatch by a wheel over Norman Cuthbert's

Brabham. (Nigel Snowdon Photo)

Schu ppan Narrow
Formula Vlctory

before, had closed on SchuPPa
and began to makc his P,resent
feit. while Williams was not verY fi
behrnrj  the pair of them.

On ihe last lap Cuthbert trie
either side, but to no avai l ,  and o
the run-up to the line he wi
almost alongside the Palliser <
Schuppan. Wi l l iams was clot
behind. while Peter Wardle too
f o urth' place well clear of tt
similar Lotus 69-Ford BDA of CtI:
Oates.

Y ELLOW PAG ES CHAMPIONSH
FORMULA ATLANTIC RACI
BRANDS HATCH, KENT, ENG.,  SEP'
l2

TOP NINE FINISIIERS: I  -  Vel
schuppan, Pal l iser wDB4-Forcl  TC, i
faps or 24.8 mi les in l6t l7.2 for  i
average speed of  91.36mph; 2 '  Normi
Cuthbert ,  Brabham BT29; 3 -  C)
W i l l iams, Chevron B18C; 4 -  Pet
wardle,  Lotus 69; 5 -  chr is oates,  Lot
69; 6 -  John Nicholson, Match 7O2i 1
Ct ive Santo,  Pal l iser WDF3/e4; e -  E
Reeves. Brabham BT35i 9 -  Patr i (
Sumner, K,itchiner XIB For(l 

Ic:

Takes
Atlant!c

Bv Mike Kett lewell-DARTFORD, Eng.,  SePt.  12 * l t

was superb stuff.  Yel low Pages
For l i ruia +naff i  ChampionshrP
l*acler '-  I lern Schuppan, Pal l iser
WDB4-Ford twin cam. beat
Norman Cuthbert 's  Brabham
BT29-Ford BDAJrY a wheei in one
of the most exciting finishes ever
staged in this Formula Ford series.

Third, only a. second away, was
Cyd Wil l iams, Chevron BlSC-Ford
BDA, who had driven r*os1 .-ri the
race on the ignition switch ,)wing to
a stuck throt t le.  DesPite the
handicap, Williams set a new ,Jrands
i{atch lap recqrd at 47.4 se:onds,
94. I  8mph.

Pole position man Tom Belso
headed the field for one lap ln his
Brabham BT'28/35-Ford BDA, but
his Steele-tuned mill let him cir,'wn
yet again. This gave Schuppan tlte
lead over fe l low-A'-rssie Johr i
Gil lmeister, Pal l iser WDB4-Ford
BDA, and Cuthbert,  but these two
coliided at the Druids right-hander
on lap three.

Gillmeister finished up traveling
backwards minus his nose cone and
Cuthbert carried on after a slight
hesitation with a broken exhaust
pipe.

The rest were some way back,
having been bloched at the start by
Bev Bond, whose works Ro-vale
RP8-Ford BDA was unable to gei
away when his t ransrnission
fai led.

By the tr6th of the 20 laps,
Cuthbert, driving faster than ever
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'R Fainful Birth'

F /Atlantic Debut
By Mike Kett lewell  most excit ing part of the 

^.race'- 'pai f  
NlNCHAM, Kent,  Eng..  Sql lpqql  led f rom start  to f in ish,

Mar, 7 - The much'-shouted-about whi'e Allen kept the -Royale within

Formula Atiantic season barely snif f ing_distance unti l  the expegted

iuiufta a very painful birth at happ*ened on the eighth circuit_. End

Brands l{atch near here today. of race. Schuppan and Ailen shar'.id
Bef ore the meet ing started f  astest  lap of  5 0 '8 seconds'

promoter John Webb apologized to 87 
^87mph.

ih" f"* thousand brav-e spectators One thing is for sure: F/Atlantjc
in the Arctic-like conditions for the can only get better'

w

l"'fi?l.ff:T n#3 "il,i* ;:lHl l:ih.# dfE: 

""i"[3'^,y"Y3't 

', ,,, ,r:1;11-i.''i'i''' "";*I l la l turau[utsrb r t4ye rr f , r rvr  uvwrr 
r lvv KENT, ENG.,  MAR. 7 , j^

opt imist ic to their  customers when Fir . r is ie is,  1-  Vern schuppan, F/B w;. .* , ; i

*mu*ffi'r*xrffispares," Webb continued. "On the :l:J:i.:' 7l rili,L^yf^9;.-tl' ?.. ??,
o-trt"ii uno, some d-rivers ir.t" u?gti 3#;ti"J,r:lir"J:i:i#3t?l ,trn: ,i'l*; I fy 

limited F/B field, wi'.h some F/Fords rillin-g in, sets off on the first lap of tl

iet down by their potentral si"*,  i le eiuon.- BT2g-Ford, 18. Hatch.

_ sponsors at the lasit mpm-eit so 4i 'o rc' -
been unabie to comPlete the
purchase of their machines. We at
Brands Hatch announced ot , : ; , t /
formula and date Plans well iir
advance (last December), but even
if we started the season in JulY

- instead of March some PeoPle
wouldn't be ready."

Webb's speech hit  hard. The
spectators had come to witness the

- l';]st F/Atiantic race over 20 laps of
t i re short  1.24-mi ie c i rcui t
expeding a full field. There were
only two competit ive cars, one .f
these without i ts proper engine,
plus some make-weights and a few
Formula/Fords thrown in"

Fastest in practice was Australian
Vern Schuppan in his Pal l iser
WDF4 (known as a Winkelmann in
the U.S.). His t ime of 5 i .0 seconds
ccmpared unfavorablY with the oid
1000cc F/3 record af 49.6 or the
Formula Libre record of 48.8,
ironically etrough established by a
p:ototype F/At lant ic car in
l iovenher 1970.

Unable tc take deliverY of his
Ford BDA 16-'".a1ve ergine (at
present outlawed bY the SCCA in
F/B),  Schuppan rei ieC cn a
BRM-prepared Ford twin-cam.
Favorite Ray Allen, driving the
Daks-sponsor. :d RoYale RP8
powered by a Steel-tuned BDA
mill, was back in the second rank,
fifth fastest. A cam follower had
broken in practice and he started
the race using a low rev limit,
expecting the engine to be sPread
over the South of England at. anY
t ime.

Second fastest  in Pract ice,
Austral ian John Gi l lmeister,
excused himself from the grid with
seconds to go trith smoke belching
from the exhaust of his Brabham

'8T29-Ford. Thai. was about the
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